%'Ei .§ @ COMMUNICATION ? COMMUNICATION ? COMMUNICATION ? COMMUNICATION
- E Do we have a shared Does everyone know Are we doing a good Do we feel like we get
“ 2 ¢ understanding of what who's responsible for job listening, or does the same level of
583 “dinner is ready” keeping Uncle [Insert this family communication as the
BE3 8 means? Oris it a trap Name] away from communicate entirely family dog does about
LB for everyone to set the political debates In passive-aggressive turkey scraps?
8 3182 table while the turkey today, or are we pie recommendations?
EHT still needs 30 more winging it like the (“Oh, you haven't tried
: ; ige minutes? turkey? the pecan yet?")
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g gg%gé @ COMMUNICATION @ COMMUNICATION @ COMMUNICATION @ COMMUNICATION
° 33 ; S 3 Is everyone clear on When someone says, Do we know who's Do we agree that the
o ¢ N ;< whether “"help “I'll bring a dish,” do we bringing dessert, or are phrase “let’s circle
yourself” means an all- understand they don't we all assuming that back to this later” only
you-can-eat buffet or mean a Tupperware of pie is magically going applies to gravy and
) just taking one scoop two-day-old salad? to appear like a not to unresolved
L of mashed potatoes? Hallmark miracle? family drama?
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%gi é a COLLABORATION d COLLABORATION d COLLABORATION a COLLABORATION
3”-; Did we coordinate well Does everyone When it comes to Are we working
L : enough to avoid understand the carving the turkey, do together to make
m L having four green unspoken rule that we have an actual Thanksgiving stress-
;5 A‘ bean casseroles and whoever cooked system, or are we just free, oris this an
" : A‘ zero stuffing? Oris it doesn’t have to clean? watching someone annual reenactment of

S & ; f another year of Or are we all butcher it in real-time the Great Pie Shortage

f ; x : E casserole roulette? mysteriously and calling it “family of 20182

s .28 disappearing like bonding"?

o IF3: leftover rolls during

§ dish duty?
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0 j : ; 2 : Are we collaborating Do we have a fair plan Does our team of chefs Did we prepare

: Brai effectively, or does for leftovers, or does and snackers balance enough food to avoid

“helping” just mean “first come, first serve” well, or do we need an fights over the last
standing around with mean someone’s official “gravy taster” piece of pie, or are we
) a glass of wine and walking out with half and “turkey timer” on entering Hunger
s critiquing the gravy? the turkey? the roster? Games: Thanksgiving
OE Edition?
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- E Do we feel like this Does everyone feel like Are we all clear on the Is our Thanksgiving

b Thanksgiving reflects they've had equal unspoken rule that no inclusive for everyone,
I our family values, or is access to the stuffing, one is allowed to judge or are we still trying to
BE3 8 it really just about who or is one end of the how many helpings convince [Insert Name]
L can get to the dessert table clearly winning someone takes? that sweet potato

5 BIAZ table the fastest? this year? casserole counts as a

§ 5ot vegetable?

Same Same Same Game
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° 33 ; S 3 Do we prioritize actual Are we making enough Do we have a healthy Do we think the “kids'

o ¢ N S quality time, oris it all time to celebrate the balance of table” is a legitimate
about debating whose day, or are we just here Thanksgiving thing, or just an excuse
cranberry sauce is the for pie and pretending traditions, or do we let for the adults to gossip

o “real” one? to enjoy small talk? the same person In peace?

2 monopolize the
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“é = ¢ playlist every year?
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HOW TO PLAY

Ready to turn your family into America’s Thanksgiving Dream Team?! Ok!
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4 . Follow up with Response cards: Use a response card to dig deeper. For example:

e the post-dinner nap kicks in. Shuffle the

ample amounts of libations for all.

1. Set the mood: Gather everyo

“If this were a turkey, would it need basting or just a complete do-over?”
5. Laugh and reflect: Document key takeaways—Ilike a new rule for pie distribution
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cards and place them in a sta
2. Draw a card: Take turns pulli
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d. Answer lighthearted questions like: “Do
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c

or a promise to clarify dinner times next year.

is it more like a reality show with no prize?”

ds Yes, No, or Maybe.
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we collaborate well in the kitchen, o

3 . Answer honestly: Each playe
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Is this something we
should write down, or
will we just forget it
like last year's

If this were a cooking
disaster, what kind of

dish would it be?
(Burnt rolls? Watery

cranberry sauce? gravy? Be specific.)
Team Team
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6? RESPONSES

What would the turkey
say about how we're

If this conversation
were a side dish, would
it be worth a second handling this? (Bonus
helping? Why or why points for funny

not? iImpressions.)

Team Team
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On a scale from
“"perfectly seasoned”
to “completely
overcooked,” how
would you rate this
situation?
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How much pumpkin pie

will it take to forget
about this issue? Be
honest.
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What's the over/under
on how many more
family debates this
issue will spark today?
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If we put this to a vote,
who's most likely to be
outvoted? And how
mad will they be?

2222222
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Ready to turn your family into America’s Thanksgiving Dream Team?! Ok!
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4 . Follow up with Response cards: Use a response card to dig deeper. For example:

e the post-dinner nap kicks in. Shuffle the

ample amounts of libations for all.

e befo
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cards and place them in a stack.

1. Set the mood: Gather everyo
2. Draw a card: Take turns pulli

“If this were a turkey, would it need basting or just a complete do-over?”
5. Laugh and reflect: Document key takeaways—Ilike a new rule for pie distribution
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d. Answer lighthearted questions like: “Do
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or a promise to clarify dinner times next year.

is it more like a reality show with no prize?”

ds Yes, No, or Maybe.
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Is this a problem we
can solve, or do we
need to outsource it to
Aunt [Insert Name] and
her unsolicited
opinions?
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If we turn this into o
Hallmark Thanksgiving
movie, what would the
dramatic title be?
(Bonus: Cast the lead
roles.)
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What's the bigger
Issue here: the
problem, or the fact
that nobody can agree
on what the problem
evenis?
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6? RESPONSES

What's more likely to
happen first: solving
this, or the sweet
potatoes getting
passed all the way
around the table?
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Would fixing this
require more or less
wine?
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Would solving this
require an actual
family meeting, or can
we just hope
Grandma's stuffing
recipe distracts us long
enough to move on?
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Do you think this could
be resolved with o
heartfelt apology, or
are we in "just avoid
eye contact until next
year" territory?
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If this were a turkey,
would it need basting
or just a complete do-
over?
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